MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE
Byzantium, Syria and Egypt. According to Dawson,1 the Irano-
Gothic art which die Barbarians brought with them made way,
in France, from the middle of the 6th century, and even earlier
in the Midi, for the Syrian and Byzantine art which was spreading
through the Mediterranean basin.2 A Scandinavian writer has
pointed to the importance of the Oriental motives in the Germanic
art of the Anglo-Saxons.3
A Persian influence was introduced by the importation of
Persian carpets, which reached even the centre of Gaul.4
The influence of the Coptic art of Egypt was introduced
mainly by the ivories of Alexandria, and by textiles. We must
remember, too, that when Saint Honoratus founded the monastery
of Lerins in 410 a number of Egyptian monks came to settle there.
In short, the wholly Oriental art which came by way of the
Mediterranean encountered the art of the Barbarians, which was
also Oriental, so that there was a mutual interpenetration, the art
coming from the South exercising a certain predominance, as its
technique was more highly developed.6
This Oriental influence was perceptible everywhere in Gaul,
Italy, Africa, and Spain. It imprinted a Byzantine stamp on the
whole of the Occident.
The tomb of Chilperic, according to Babelon, was the work of
Byzantine artists established in Gaul.6 It was they who produced
the more perfect works of art; the cruder examples were the work
of unskilful Barbarian pupils. Schmidt concludes that the Bar-
barian art of this period was the work of Gallo-Roman slaves
1	dawson, The Making of Europe, p. 97.
2	michel, Histoire de I'art, vol. I, 1905, p. 397, points to many monuments
in Gaul—tombstones and sarcophagi, and notably the sarcophagus of Boetius,
Bishop of Carpentras—of which the art is purely Syrian.
8 n. abbrg, The Anglo-Saxons in England during the Early Centuries after the
Invasions, 1926, pp. 7-8.
4	Sidofcius Apollinarius speaks of the Turkish carpets which were in common
use in Auvergne. michel, op. dt.t vol. I, p. 399.
5	michel, Histoire de Vart, yol. I. p. 399.
*> 6 e. babelon, Le tombeau du roi Chiiddric, wg§m. de la soc. dbs anhq. db
prance, 8th series, vol. VT, 1924, p. 112.
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